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1.

The Izaak Walton League, Michigan Division
1. Currently only three lakes in the national lakeshore allow motorized use:

Little Beaver and Beaver Lakes (10 horsepower restriction) and Grand
Sable Lake (50 horsepower restriction). In balancing the needs of the pub-
lic and in response to public comment (both for and against motorized
use), the National Park Service has decided to ban gasoline motors and
allow only electric motors on Little Beaver and Beaver Lakes, and retain
the 50 horsepower limit on Grand Sable Lake.
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1.
The Michigan Association of Timbermen
1. Please see response 1 to the city of Munising Resolution. In addition

ATV use is not currently permitted in the area proposed for wilderness
nor is it proposed. The only remaining building from the Michigan-
Wisconsin Pipeline Company is a garage, which would be removed if
wilderness is designated.
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1.
The Wilderness Society
1. Please see response 4 to PEER (Public Employees for Environmental

Responsibility).
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2. 2. Alternative E converts the Little Beaver Lake access road to a trail and the
current drive-in sites would become walk-in sites. This area is not exclud-
ed from the wilderness considered in alternative E.
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1.

2.

3.

Upper Peninsula Environmental Coalition
1. We disagree that insufficient protection would be provided along the

Chapel hiking trails. The casual recreation prescription allows us to for-
malize/harden the trail surface to accommodate additional use without
damaging the surrounding environment. It also allows us to make the trail
more accessible to individuals with mobility challenges. Many of the com-
ment letters we received on the draft alternatives and later on the draft
plan requested more consideration be given to individuals with mobility
challenges.

2. In response to public comment, the management prescription on the
0.25-mile-wide portion of Lake Superior from Spray Falls to the mouth of
Sevenmile Creek was changed from primitive to casual recreation.  This
would make the entire 42-mile portion of Lake Superior accessible to
motorized boating (except for personal water craft which would be
restricted as noted at the beginning of this document.) Boater safety dur-
ing inclement weather was also a concern. NPS staff always recommends
treating the water from any lake or creek.

3. Deciding the direction of a trail, one -way versus two -way, is not a general
management plan level decision. This is an operational issue that can be
decided by the NPS staff based upon need.



276

C
O

M
M

E
N

T
S

A
N

D
R

E
SP

O
N

SE
S

COMMENTS RESPONSES

3.

4.

5.

4. Pictured Rocks Cruises operates under an incidental business permit with
the National Park Service. The National Park Service will continue to
work cooperatively with Pictured Rocks Cruises on the sound system and
operation.

5. Construction of a new campground would be dependent upon a sub-
stantial increase in camping visitation that cannot be regularly accommo-
dated in the existing national lakeshore campgrounds and surrounding
Forest Service and private campgrounds. Prior to design and subsequent
construction, an environmental assessment would be prepared to explore
campground construction alternatives that would minimize environmen-
tal impacts. Another mandate of the national lakeshore is to provide for
the use and enjoyment of the national lakeshore for present and future
generations.
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1.
Individuals

David E. Allen
1. The intent of the preferred alternative as described under the “Concept

and General Management Strategies” would be to “expand opportunities
for visitor use in the national lakeshore while preserving the central 
portion of the national lakeshore in a primitive, relatively undisturbed
state.” The casual recreation prescription around the Chapel area allows us
to formalize/harden trails to protect resources and even upgrade portions
to allow for handicap access.



278

C
O

M
M

E
N

T
S

A
N

D
R

E
SP

O
N

SE
S

COMMENTS RESPONSES



Individuals

279

COMMENTS RESPONSES

1. Richard A. Anderson
1. We changed the preferred alternative in response to public comments, 

and this also addressed several of your concerns. We changed the 8.5-
mile-stretch of Lake Superior from primitive prescription to casual 
recreation prescription, which would allow for motorized boating access.
We also changed the alternative to allow electric motors on Little Beaver
and Beaver Lakes and prohibit gasoline motors.
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Mr. Anderson’s copy
of Preferred Alternative map
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1.

Dan W. Artibee
1. Although some of the profits generated by restaurants, bars, and motels 

may leave the county because of owners that live or are headquartered 
outside the county, approximately $4.8 million is generated in direct 
personal income in the form of wages and salaries for local residents 

(2002 Visitor Services Project conducted by University of Idaho).

Individuals
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1.
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1.
Rane Curl 
1. Actions in the general management plan will have no adverse effects on

cave resources. Management of cave resources will be addressed in a
future plan. See the “Future Studies Needed” section of the plan. 
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1.
Robert Denman
1. Please see response 4 to the city of Munising’s resolution.
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1.

John Ely
1. Please see response 2 to the Burt Township Board.
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1.

Erik Frosh
1. Please see response 2 to the Burt Township Board.
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1.

Jonathan Gennick
1. The National Parks Air Tour Management Act of 2000 applies to any

person who conducts a commercial tour operation over a unit of
the national park system, over tribal lands that are within or abut-
ting a unit of the national park system, or any area within 0.5 mile
outside a unit of the national park system. This act requires all per-
sons operating or intending to operate a commercial air tour opera-
tion apply to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for author-
ity to conduct such activity. In addition, the act requires the Federal
Aviation Administration and the National Park Service to develop
an air tour management plan for each unit of the national park sys-
tem or tribal land that does not have a plan in effect at the time a
person applies for authority to conduct such an operation. The
Federal Aviation Administration is the lead agency on this issue, not
the National Park Service, and the Federal Aviation Administration
is the agency that processes the applications from the operators.
Designating the Beaver Basin as wilderness would not preclude a
commercial air tour operation at Pictured Rocks National
Lakeshore.
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2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

2. Bicycle use is allowed on all roads that accommodate motorized
vehicles. Due to the sandy nature of the soil at the national
lakeshore, off- road bicycle use would quickly destroy the trails.

3. The preferred alternative includes upgrading the trails in the Chapel
area.

4. According to 36 Code of Federal Regulations 2.15 (a)(2) pets must be
restrained on a leash which shall not exceed 6 feet in length. The
justification for this regulation is visitor and wildlife protection.

5. Random camping is not allowed because of concerns of illegal fires,
potential adverse impacts on natural and cultural resources, and
potential cutting of vegetation and clearing of brush for campsites.
The national lakeshore started providing random camping in winter
on a trial basis in the winter of 2003-2004. NPS managers feel this is
acceptable due to the low numbers of use in winter along with sev-
eral other factors, e.g., campers cannot locate designated sites in
winter under snow, random camping allows visitors to camp away
from the edge of the bluffs above Lake Superior and out of the
wind, and current regulations do not allow fires outside of desig-
nated sites, so there is no danger from fires due to random camping.
At the end of the 2003-2004 winter season, NPS staff will evaluate
whether or not to continue offering the random camping experi-
ence in the winter. 

6. The backcountry permit system allows national lakeshore staff to
restrict the number of users at any particular site to ensure a quality
visitor experience for all campers. 

7. Restricting fire use to designated fire rings reduces the environ-
mental damage in an area.

8. Hunting is allowed in the establishing legislation in the national
lakeshore and is regulated by the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources.



292

C
O

M
M

E
N

T
S

A
N

D
R

E
SP

O
N

SE
S

COMMENTS RESPONSES

9.

10.

9. Trapping is not allowed in the shoreline zone by federal regulation
(36 Code of Federal Regulations 2.2 (b)(3)); however, it is allowed on
private property in the inland buffer zone.

10. As mentioned in response 1, the sandy soils of the national
lakeshore preclude use of bicycles and horses on trails due to
impacts. This use is allowed, however, on any of the roads open to
motorized vehicles. Cross-country skiers currently use the trail
system in the winter.
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1.
Delora M. Loope
1. The exact location of the boat-in campsites would be determined

before construction. The current location depicted in the draft plan
is one option, but other alternative sites will be explored.
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1.

Richard Madigan
1. Please see response 4 to the city of Munising’s resolution.
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1.

2.

Douglas Meeusen
1. Sustainable yield is defined as: The stewardship and use of forests and forest

lands in a way, and at a rate, that maintains their biodiversity, productivity,
regeneration capacity, vitality, and potential to fulfill, now and in the future,
relevant ecological, economic, and social functions at local, national, and glob-
al levels, and that does not cause damage to other ecosystems (J.A. Helms, ed.,
The Dictionary of Forestry, 1998. Bethesda, MD: Society of American
Foresters.).

Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore does not currently require timber manage-
ment plans from inland buffer zone owners. National lakeshore staff does par-
ticipate in Michigan Department of Natural Resources compartment reviews,
reviewing and commenting upon planned logging operations, and our com-
ments are taken into account. The national lakeshore staff also has initiated a
vegetation inventory and monitoring program, in part to assess forest condi-
tions resulting from forest management practices in the inland buffer zone. The
National Park Service and The Nature Conservancy are currently encouraging
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and The Forestland Group to
become Sustainable Forestry Initiative and Forestry Stewardship Council cer-
tified. They are participating willingly and are on their way to becoming certi-
fied under both programs. 

2. The demonstration forest would be an interpretive tool for the national
lakeshore to use in explaining and demonstrating sustainable forest manage-
ment practices. The enabling legislation (Public Law 89-668, October 15,
1966) section 9(a) states “The area hereinafter described in subsection (b) of
this section is hereby established as an inland buffer zone in order to stabilize
and protect the existing character and uses of the lands, waters, and other
properties within such zone for the purpose of preserving the setting of the
shoreline and lakes, protecting the watersheds and streams, and providing for
the fullest economic utilization of the renewable resources through sustained
yield timber management and other resource management compatible with the
purposes of this Act.” An early Master Plan, which was the precursor to the
1981 General Management Plan, recommended developing an interpretive
exhibit that focuses on sustained yield timber management, and the subse-
quent enabling legislation was consistent with this idea. It was from this con-
cept that the idea for the demonstration forest was started.
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3.

4.

5.

3. We added “and logging vehicles and” chainsaws in the impacts sections for the alterna-
tives. 

4. The enabling legislation does not specifically state that internal combustion
engines can not be used in the inland buffer zone. 

5. Noise from logging operations in the inland buffer zone does not show up on
visitor surveys as being a detriment to the visitor experience. Refer to
response 2 above and the enabling legislation’s statement providing for the
fullest economic utilization of the renewable resources. Timber falling by
hand saws and removal of timber by horse may not meet this directive.
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6. 6. Please refer to response 5 above.
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7. 7. Regardless, if wilderness is or is not designated by Congress, the areas would
continue to be managed under the primitive prescriptions as described in the
alternative.
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8.

8. The National Park Service is not advocating for increased road kill. H-58
is a county owned and maintained right-of- way; it is not under national
lakeshore authority. There have been no reported road deaths of gray wolf,
bald eagle, or other species of concern on similar paved roads in the
immediate area on which to base an assumption that these species will be
killed at an increased rate on an improved H-58.  
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1.
Lynn Moon
1. Adding more campsites to the Little Beaver Lake campground

would change the rustic and intimate character of this camp-
ground that is surrounded by lands in the primitive prescription.
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1.
Lewis Peters
1. Please see response 2 to the Burt Township Board.
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1.

2.

Grant A. Petersen
1. The scale of the alternative maps would make it difficult to depict the

Little Beaver Lake campground as casual recreation; therefore the deci-
sion was made to explain this in the accompanying text. It is important
for readers to understand both the maps and written text to fully under-
stand the alternatives.

2. Please see response 4 to the city of Munising’s resolution.
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2.

3.

4.

3. This area received the primitive management prescription to reduce
the impact on the adjacent Grand Sable Dunes and provide a more
primitive experience at the proposed boat-in campsite at Grand
Sable Lake.

4. We added under  “Brief Description: Pictured Rocks National
Lakeshore” the following text “Ranger staff monitor land use prac-
tices in the inland buffer zone and assist the townships and the city
in education and enforcement of their zoning ordinances. The
National Park Service works closely with the local zoning adminis-
trators to ensure that zoning ordinances are followed and that
administration of those ordinances fulfills the intent of the inland
buffer zone and carries out the mandates of the enabling legislation.”
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1.

Mark Sadak
1. Please see response 2 to the Burt Township Board.
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James Seibert
1. Please see response 2 to the Burt Township Board.

1.
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1. Charles Stimac
1. Please see response 4 to the city of Munising’s resolution.
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1.

2.

Kenneth Ward
1. Please see response 4 to the city of Munising’s resolution.

2. The change in management prescription from primitive to casual
recreation on Lake Superior could allow for this type of water taxi
service if a need exists and an operator could be found.
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1.
Don Watson
1. Please see response 4 to the city of Munising’s resolution.



 




